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edge of their own proverb falls re- 
verse upon themselves. For as " de- 
light is not seemly for fools," much 
less high words to come from base 
minds. What they are for ministers, 
or how they crept into the fold, 
whether at the window, or through 
the wall, or who set ihem there so 
haughty in the pontifical see of Bel- 
fastj we know not. But this we 
rather have cause to wonder, if the 
earth can bear this unsuiFerabie in- 
solency of upstarts, who from a 
ground, which is not their owni dare 
send such defiance to the sovereign 
Magistracy of England,' by whose 
authority, and- in whose right they 
inhabit there. By their actions, we 
might rather judge them to be a 
generation of highland thieves 9nd 
red-shclnks, who being neighbourly 
admitted, not as the Saxons by merit 
of their warfare against our ene- 
mies, but by the courtesy of Eng- 
land, to hold possessions in our prd> 
Vince, a country better than their 
own, have, with worse faith than 
those Heathens, proved ungrateful 
and treacherous guests to their best 
fronds and entertainers. And let 
tfeemtake heed, lest while their si- 
lence, as to these matters, might 
have > kept them blameless and se- 
cure under those proceedings which 
they «6 feared to partake in, that 
these their treasonable attempts and 
]»ractices have not involved them 
in a far worse guilt of rebellion; 
and (notwithstanding that fair de- 
liortatory from joining with malig- 
nant*) in the appearance of a co-iu- 
tierest and partaking with the Irish 
rebels. Against whom, though by 
themselves pronounced to be the 
enemies of God, they go not out to 
battle, as they ought, but rather by 
these their doing*, assist and become 
•sftpciatea.* 

* Ear the op>lixm$'adTanced in this let- 
t^, we- 4o Bot ontidtf •tmelvci re- 
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H. IN ANSWER TO X, 

(See Magazine for Oct. last, p. 267 .> 

THE pitched cap, the lash and the 
halter, unconstitutionally used 
by the merciless soldier, goaded on 
the opeu'hearted and hospitable 
Wexfordian peasant, to a cruel an^ 
barbarous retaliation. The ill-judg- 
ed reproach and subsequent inatten- 
tion of a "(fuminant faction in the 
Synod of Ulster," to the just claims 
of Dr. Dickson, provoked him to an 
unbounded censure on that church, 
which he declares to be the only one 
in the Kingdom with which he could 
conscientiously associate. 

Permit me then to pat it to the 
candour of X., whether his unquali- 
fied epithets, as well as the unfound- 
ed assertions of him and his ktndbed 
SPIRIT who writes the " Retrospect 
of Politics," ought iiot to banish 
every member of the Synod of Ulster 
from the list of subscribers to aa 
otherwise, in many instances, valu- 
able Magazine. 

I am far from asserting that the 



sponnble ; but we merely give !t as a lite- 
rary curiosity, coming from the pen of the 
great John Milton. SciU less do we de- 
fend the coarse language he uses. But such 
want the manner of the times. It is mat- 
ter of rejoicing that we live in more pplish- 
ed and enlightened times, when even the 
language of .controversy is, with only a 
few exceptions, softened down, and if gen- 
tleness does not reign, at least politeness 
tijbs off many asperities. To what pre- 
ceding age of the world would a reflecting 
man have given the . preference to have 
existed in, rather than to the present { 
Even although the present age has many 
glaring defects, and vices, still we are in 
a progressive state, and it is hoped a bet- 
ter age will succeed. Philosophers, unlike 
poets, place their golden age in a future 
«ra af the world, 

B.M.M. 
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Synod of Ulster is a spotless church. 
] see in it several things worthy of 
blame ; yet I still view it as possess- 
ing a comparative excellence; and 
therefore it was that, I called, gppa 
X. in my first answer to him, to give 
to the public a ^UJi slatemmt of thaf 
church. 

Has he (lone so ? No. AHhougb 
I proved-, iji contradiction to his as- 
sentioR, I bat the. government ai{ent 
can neither atiki to iior dimiaish any 
clergyman's bounty, therefore he has 
iiooilicial inHueofce in the Synod. as 
money agent. Although I proved 
that the people had as.full ashare in 
the uegociatum with governtnent for 
the late augin<enljitioa of bounty as 
the clier.gy- And altbimgb I clearly 
demonstrated to him, that the civil 
magistrate by coijipact has. no iu- 
fluence over the Synod, and that the 
rights of d^ers, if duly exercisedj 
stcure the- independence of the Presby- 
terian church from the tyranny, both 
of the magistrate and its own clergy ; 
yet X-, in his reply, by a verbosity 
indicating that argument had failed 
him, applies to the S.ynod, the epi« 
thets of " parasitical," " truckling>to 
temporal autlwrity," &c. &c. But 
until X. shall accompany his a.sser- 
tions with argument, I must agree 
with the youth who supposed that a 
noisv and im{«assioned antagonist 
was a tmntiuislietf on^. 

1 leave it to the world tfj judge, 
whether the reply of X-. contains in 
it much more than an eloijuent dis. 
play of verbiage, supplied bv his 
great and enviable talents. 

" In arguing too the parson own'd .his 

skill. 

For e'en though vanquished he could 
argue still." 

Although I ra.igbt feel amused at 
X.'s ingenuity in putting Jolm Kjiux 
into wires, yet I question w.hetber- 
that substantial returqier. vruuid b& 



gratified by bis conversion of him 
into a puppet. 

Certainly he " who never feared 
the face of man," a» Earl Mortoi» 
said, of him who never flattered or 
spoke falsely in hi& lite, ought ta 
writhe indignant at being pourtrayed 
a^ uttering falsehood, by X 's auto- 
juaticaf distortion of him, when h^ 
makes hvm. deny beiijg dead, what 
liis ZJtj^^.hand wrpte and witnieisedl 
I again asK^rt tha,t John Knox both 
petitioined ioE a Royal- bounty, and 
eqjoyed it; and what will astonish 
n^any others in the world, za well as 
X., h«! and ,hi» brethren enjoyed it 
in the vvay of clamfieation too. 
Three classes : the lowest had from 
Queen Mary one hundred marks, or 
£.(>& iSs. 4d. ; tb^ second class 
three hundred- marks, or i. .200 ster- 
ling, ; and the third class, including 
the superintendents, and some of the 
more ^mment clergy, had a still 
higher bounty ! But X. denies ihpse 
statemfntf> and forces John Kitox 
to call ihfem. " trash," 

If the unbend i>ig Knox w.ere liv.> 
iiig, X. would not .<>•> ea&ily mould 
him into a nose of wax. He had 
a. will of bis own, and X. may see 
litm sneaking for himst^U. if he n.ili 
take the trouble tp consult Knox's, 
own " History of the Reformation," 
London pinted, 164-4^, at the 321st 
pa^e, VKtkre he describes the Queen, 
by the consent of her council, order* 
ing certain sums to be levied, that 
she might sustain the reformed ifiinis- 
ters at her discretion- 

A.t page 32.5, X. will see that she 
divided tht)m into thr^e classes, as I 
have stated He also says, at page 
4-34, thai tliey bad- enjoyed that 
bounty for three yjears, where he- 
likewise tells us, they supplicated to 
have it: continued. How then can 
X. say, • Knox never acted the pe» 
titioner toQue.«n Mary, of Scotland f" 
Knox himsell. coutradtCts.X. : tbr he 



1813.] 



2J. in Answer to X. 



1tl7 



declares ii»tbe 427 th page of bis his- 
tory, that the Creneral AsseniWy (of 
which h« was on«,) sent four of their 
number to the Qoeen^ to plead re- 
lief, when they were not paid their 
bounty! He tells us also, page 4^2i, 
that the ministers of the reformed 
church sent a deputation, cooiplain- 
JBg that the stipend ordered by her 
]Vlajesty had l>een with-bolden, and 
humbly cravii^ that it might be paid. 

Gonvinced by such indubitable au- 
thority, I think I see X., in the 
exercise of candour and duty, solemn- 
ly retracing his steps towacds the 
venerable portrait ; submissively 
bowing; and with physical polite- 
ness beggiug be will accept his bt^st 
s^pology for misrepre&euting him. I 

But while X. is on his legs, and 
before be resumes hia sofa, 1 think 
be bad betten make the hoary Divine 
another apology. X asserts, " the 
Govenantera were not in existence 
during the lif« of Knox ; nor was 
the covenant entered into till, he be- 
lieves, twenty years after his death." 
Knox positively asserts the very coji' 
trmy, as may be seen, to X.'s con« 
viction, by consultingthe same His- 
tory, page 1 10, where he states the 
substance of the first covenant, and 
mentions its subscribers. Also, page 
150, where in like manner he men- 
tions the second covenant. There 
was. also a third And fourth covenant 
in Knox's lifetime, as may be seen 
from bis history, page 240. I own, 
however, that the spirit and princi- 
ple of the covenants in those days, 
were not the same as those used by 
the enemies of toleration in ours, nor 
Were the solemn sacraments profaned 
by blending with them political co- 
Vienants. 

But if X. owes an afM>logy to a 
veneiable departed Divine,. 1 con- 
ceive |j&oui>ht to whisper his friend, 
1^ writer of the " Retrospect of 
laities," for January, tiiat he owes 
•as tq tho. UvJBg clery of.ibe- Synod 



of Ulster, for describiRg them as 
joining in confederacy with those of 
the Etiiablisbinent,. and otber.s, id 
with-holding from the Catholic his 
naiural and unalienable birth right, 
I assert without scruple, that I know 
more of the 190 ministers, compos- 
ing the Synod of Ulster, than X., oP 
his BETTER SELF, the Writer of the 
Retrospect ; and I pledge my truth, 
that I have not heard <^ one of that 
number, who either signed, or ex- 
cited others to sign the Anti-€atholic 
petition ! If there be any such, I 
hope their infamy wilt be recorded ! 
I know a considerable number of 
them who have signed the Catholic 
petition, in opposition totbe " sct>urg« 
of tongues," and other personal staf- 
fs rings! 

Tiial Synod, so often iH-treated in 
the language of the Magazine, at 
its last meeting, expressed unequifo- 
cally its sense of the rt>>hts of con- 
science, and of private judgment, 
ii) the case of Mr. Adams, of Clare, 
who signed that petition. They dii* 
missed the memorial of bis low-mind- 
ed persecutors ! 

Was thisparasitical flattery ? Was 
this truckling to temfHiral aatbority? 
To the knowledge of H. several mi- 
nisters of the Synod nobly resisted 
the solicitations of the establishment, 
as well as the threat.<i of the agents 
and underlings of those exalted at 
the right hand of power, when they 
either insisted or requested they 
should read from thtir pulpits the 
Anti-Catholic petition, and procure 
signatures. 

And shall such characters withe* 
under the indisciiininating and deso- 
lating blast of calunmy-f Is this tbe 
way to cheer the suttijrer, or fan th^ 
ex/)iring flame of liberty ? 

X then is callud upon to giv6 tbe 
Synod of Ulster its<iue, whilst H; faa^ 
DO objection h& should exact ail tHat 
is due from that Synod. H, 

I9th February, 18j3i 



